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The clinic has been flooded with calls the last several weeks from people, many in tears,
regarding the number ofticks coming into their homes ontheir pets, kids, and selves. "Why are
they sobad this year? Is the tick medicine not working?" This ispossible in the case of your pet,
butobviously doesn't explain the increased number on the people in your household (unless you
are seeing a vet moonlighting as a physician...). There are actually many factors involved and
the events leading up to Spring2015 havebeena perfectstorm for a tick nightmare.

Oak Boom & Bust

You may have noticed as you walkin the woods thatsome years you are dodging acorns as if
they were raindrops, while others have virtually none falling. These are called boom and bust
years. Every twoto five years, oaktrees will have a dramatic explosion of acorn production
based on environmental factors. For the year following this, seed animals like mice will have an
over-abundance of food and will experience a similar population explosion. Whiledeer may be
the main host for ticks in mostpeoples' minds, the immature ticks,or nymphs, actually preyon
rodents even more. So, 12 months after a boom year, tick populations will increase significantly.
The last reported boom year was in the fall of2013. So, we entered this winter with MANY
more ticks than prior years.

Ticks don't die in winter

It is a verycommon misconception that ticks die off over the winter. The reality is that theywill
find a nicepile of leavesand hibernate until the temperature reaches the magic number of 37
degrees. At that moment, they will wake right up, shimmyup the nearest bush, and whip their
arms for the next animal to walk by and grab hold. Even in February, our coldest month, the
temperature in Duxbury exceeds 37 degrees seven to 10days out of the month. The feeding this
allows will cause a decent decrease in the active tick population over the winter, so long as there
isn't 38 inches ofsnow on the ground. During a winter like this last one, those ticks stayed
buried and hibernating. Now they are out in full force like a pack of Kodiak bears coming out of
their caves.

Preventative

Many ofthe topical preventives we have been using for the last 20 years are also now beingused
as lawn and garden treatments for pests. As a result, insects are building up a tolerance to them
before they get to our pets. Frontline is the mostdramatic example of this. This wasan amazing
product for a very long time, but because Fipronil (the active ingredient) is now usedas a
pesticide, it has lost much of its effectiveness and most vets are no longer recommending it.




